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Abstract: The Assam-Nagaland border dispute has been remaining as one of the most important 
topics in the politics of north-east India. The conflict is under continuation for more than half a 
century, exactly which lays its roots since colonial period. Initially, the issue was democratic and 
peaceful in nature. Since the formation of Separate Nagaland state the central government could not 
find any suitable solution of the dispute. Though the central authority tried to solve the issue but could 
not be succeed because of the ill will of the Naga government.  The issue becoming too complicate, 
even some of the Nagas already have gone for underground fighting. The dispute becomes acute 
active especially during the ill-political condition of two states. Thus, intellectuals states that various 
political parties raising the advantage by politicizing the dispute for political gains. Further, the 
dispute certainly disrupted the human rights of common people. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
Border dispute have been a common feature in the 
history of the world. Border dispute in its history as 
well as in its contemporary politics have occupied a 
large space. This has remained as most important 
subject of deliberation between and among various 
countries, states, provinces etc. Now and then we 
observed different types of frontier dispute such as 
inter- continental, inter- countries, inter- states as 
well as inter- districts. 
The recent Assam- Nagaland inter-state dispute has 
acquired national level value and concerns. 
Historically, if we observes, it seems that this dispute 
have been remained as an unsolved issue since 1963. 
Further, it has its roots in colonial period. Since 1963, 
now and then the simple masses of Assam have been 
facing Naga aggressions over some disputed area of 
Upper Assam. Observing the causes and the nature of 
these aggressions it seems that various political 
parties raising their advantage for political gain. 
Further, if we look the issues through humanitarian 
perspective this certainly violated the human rights of 
common people of Assam. As the result of this 
dispute thousands of people were being displaced, 
killed, several villages burnt and destroyed. 
OBJECTIVES 
The main objectives of the proposed composition are 
a) To analyze the historical background of the 
border dispute, 
b) To picturesque the measures of  
politicization of the dispute, 
c) To view the dispute through humanitarian 
perspective. 
METHODS AND MATERIALS 
So far as Methodology concern the Historical as well 
as the explanatory method have been observed in the 
procedure of the composition.  This work has been 
accomplished through the secondary source materials 
collected from the different books, journals and 
basically news papers. 
GLIMSES INTO THE HISTORY OF ASSAM-
NAGALAND BORDER DISPUTE 
The Assam-Nagaland border disputes have 
periodically occurred along the Assam-Nagaland 
border for over half a century and still under 
continuation. It is doubted by the Nagas that with the 
phases of time, some parts Naga territories may have 
been annexed to Assam.  
During the colonial period, by 1835, the British came 
into contact with the Nagas. Between 1835 to 1851 
ten military expeditions were sent to Naga Hills 
(Baruah;2007;p-481). By 1851, the British laid down 
policy towards the Nagas. The British now decided to 
follow a strict policy of non-interference. Then other 
policy was taken by the British over the Nagas. By 
1880, the British restore their influence around the 
areas of Kohima, Khonoma, Wokha and Golaghat 
(Goswami; 2013;pp:144-45). By 1889, the British 
authority annexed various Naga territories such as 
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Angami Nagas, Nokte Nagas, Lotha Nagas and lastly 
the Aao Nagas (Kalita:2008;p-168).  
By 1854, after the death of Tularam, the British 
government annexed Ashalu Sub-Division of North 
Kachar Hilly Area and placed under the 
administration of Nowgong District. Subsequently, 
the British government formed separate Naga Hill 
District centering Ashalu of Nowgong and put it 
under the administrative vehicle of Assam. Later on, 
by 1867 with the formation of Nagaland Hill District, 
the Ashalu Sub-Division was divided among Naga 
Hill, Nowgong and Kachar districts(Kalita:2008;p-
149).  
Since 1963 or before, the Naga authority believes that 
some part of Naga territory may have been illegally 
annexed to Assam by the British which not been 
returned to them. With this suspicious argument, they 
are now in active mood to recapture their earlier land. 
The dispute is very much serious in some districts of 
Upper Assam such as Sivasagar, Golaghat, Jorhat, 
Karbi Anglong. 
  If we look at the history regarding the formation of 
separate Nagaland it is clear that central government 
have tried as much as possible to solve the issue of 
the formation of separate Nagaland state. Thus, in 
1960, a 16 point agreement regarding separate 
Nagaland was concluded between Prime Minister 
J.L. Nehru and Naga People‟s Convention (NPC). 
According to this treaty, Nagaland was officially 
declared as separate state in 1
st
 December, 1963. But 
the Naga opposed saying that they have not been 
given proper land as they expected. Since then 
around 66,000 hectares of land is in dispute between 
Assam and Nagaland.  There after a decade 
Sundaram Commission was appointed to look after 
the matter. As suggested the Commission wanted to 
have a joint survey to find peaceful solution. But the 
issue further remains unsolved as the government of 
Nagaland did not agree to have any survey on this 
disputed area. 
Assam Nagaland frontiers shares around 434 Kilo 
Meters of area. The Assam Nagaland interstate 
border area has been divided into six sectors- A, B, 
C, D, E, F; spread over Sivasagar, Jorhat, Golaghat 
and Karbi Anglong districts. Now the Nagas 
demands that they should be granted Sector A, B, C, 
D; an area around 12,883 squares Kilo Meters. The 
Naga further claims that these regions historically 
belong to their tribes and was promised to offer them 
by 16 point agreement of 1960. 
Simultaneously, the government of Assam states that 
these six sectors have been under the administration 
of Assam for more than a century and no direction 
have been given to Assam by the central government 
since 1963. Further Assam also alleges that the Nagas 
have encroached upon 660 square Kilo Meters in 
areas like Sivasagar, Jorhat, Golaghat and Karbi 
Anglong districts. According to a report, they say 420 
square Kilo Meters has been encroached upon by 
them in Golaghat alone. 
Before this there were several miss happenings 
occurred in this area. There were two major incident 
took place in 1979 and 1985. On January, 1789, 
intruders from Nagaland killed 54 Assamese villagers 
at Uriamghat of Golaghat district. Almost 23,500 
Assamese people were to be displaced and sheltered 
in Reliefs Camps. In June, 1985, over 41 people of 
Assam murdered including 28 policemen by the Naga 
terrorists. Higher level meetings were organized in 
order to solve the ethnic issue but these not have been 
effective. Then the matter discussed in Supreme 
Court which could not provide an amicable and 
lasting solution. The verdict of Court Supreme 
provided only a periodic peace. Thus the Higher level 
meetings and the verdict of Court Supreme were 
failed to find a solution. Now and then several 
violence have been occurred in this frontier region. In 
2013, some region of Assam was captured by the 
Naga Policemen which would have created arm 
conflict between two states. In this case several 
villages were burnt and many villagers were to be 
displaced but reinstated later (Brook: 2014). 
Further, the intellectual argues the Dimapur, now 
known as the biggest city of Nagaland; actually some 
time belongs to Assam. It is says that in 1963, when 
separate Nagaland state was formed there was no 
proper rail or road connection to enter Kohima, the 
capital of Nagaland. Thus Assam government offered 
Dimapur to Naga authority by a compromise treaty to 
ensure growth and development of the state. It is 
mentioned in the treaty that Naga authority will 
return back Dimapur to Assam after 25 of years. 
Accordingly Naga authority should given back 
Dimapur to Assam by 1988. But these not succeed 
because of the negligence of the government 
authority. Further, now the Naga authority is illegally 
annexing lands of Assam. 
By Dec, 1925, British government fixed Jorhat, 
Nowgong and Mikir Hills as the border between 
Assam and Nagaland Hill district.  It is also said that 
this boundary will never be changed. Subsequently, 
„Survey of India Authority‟ prepared a demographic 
map and imposed the same border line fixed by 
earlier authority. 
In 1852 the British government set up Ashalu Sub-
Division in Nowgong for the administration of 
Nagaland but later on it was transferred to 
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Sumakidima(Dimapur). In 1963, with the formation 
of separate Nagaland state Sumakidima was fixed as 
the boundary line of Nagaland. But, there was no 
high rail or road connection to enter Kohima, the 
capital of Nagaland. Thus, Assam government 
offered Dimapur to Naga authority on lease for 25 
years by a compromise treaty to ensure growth and 
development of the state (Agradoot: 2014:p-10). 
Recently in August, 2014, heavy blow have been 
occurred in Uriamghat of Golaghat district which 
earned national level value and concern. In this 
conflict 11 commoners died, 14 villages burnt and 
destroyed over 13 thousand people become homeless, 
many of them kidnapped and over 10 thousand at 
relief camps (Goswami, N: 2014). 
POLITICIZATION OF THE CONFLICT 
 The daily news through different T.V. channels and 
news papers telling us about various miss happenings 
such as molestation, serial rape, bombing, immigrant 
issue, border dispute, ethnic crisis, murder, robbery 
etc. For which, the ruling government is criticized by 
the opposite political parties, voluntary organizations 
as well as by the common people. Some elite class 
and the intellectuals are arguing that the recent clash 
is outcome of the activities of different political 
parties of two states. Now, it is gaining national and 
to some extent international value because of the 
politicization of different political parties. So, in the 
context of intellectual argument it can be said that as 
9
th
 July, 2012 molestation case of G.S. Road, 
Guwahati, reached the national and international 
level through various T.V Channels and news papers. 
In the same month of 2012 BTAD tragedy occurred 
in BTAD, Assam, where many innocent people died, 
displaced. Further this took a long time to become 
normal. It is said by the intellectuals that the deadly 
tragedy was the outcome of the politicization of the 
gang molestation case of G.S. Road.  
During July-August, 2014, many molestation cases, 
murder, killing of rhinoceros, most importantly flood 
occurred in Assam which had a serious blow in 
several districts such as Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, 
Sonitpur. As well as artificial flood in Guwahati, the 
most important city of Northeast, have resulted death 
of many peoples. But the ruling government did not 
adopt high steps to solve the issues. The daily media, 
T.V. channels and various news papers is telling us 
about the happenings of everyday which really aware 
public consciousness. Further, the ruling congress of 
state been divided into two groups after the last M.P. 
election. Along with Dr. Himanta Biswasharma, the 
former education and health minister of health, 
several other have resigned from ministry.  The 
ruling state government was answerable and 
accountable for these miss happenings. In this 
context it is believed that the ruling parties‟ intension 
of diversion of various unfair happenings led to the 
dispute in Assam-Nagaland frontiers. On the other 
hand, it is believed that the ruling government of 
Nagaland also facing the same problem like that of 
Assam, thus the ruling party of Nagaland also wanted 
to divert the mind of simple masses into some new 
happenings. Further, it is believed the intra- 
competition within the ruling party itself because of 
growing sectional political interests among the party 
member did not allow the dispute to stop as soon as 
possible. The half hearted role of the two state 
governments compels the masses to think like this. It 
is strictly believed that it is the effect of intra-
competition within the ruling party and the 
government of Assam had fewer interests to suppress 
the conflict. Observing the incident it can be say that 
the victims are the Assamese people, none are from 
Naga community whether it was occurred in the 
bordering area.  By 21 August, over 11 people died, 
over 14 villages burnt and destroyed, over 13,000 
peoples displaced and sheltered in safe area. 
Consequently, within a short time several social and 
voluntary organizations have come out to relief the 
peoples and tried to provide all the necessary 
materials. Various social and voluntary organizations 
like GDARKSU, URSU, ASSU, ABSU, AKRSU, 
BAJRANG DAL, KMSS and several other 
organizations protested against the ruling government 
because of its inactive role in regard to suppress the 
dispute. Protests occurred in various places such as 
Barpathar, Sarupathar, Golaghat Town, Sivasagar, 
Tinisukia, Tezpur, Nagaon, Guwahati and some other 
places. The statues of several congress leaders has 
been burnt with the slogan „Tarun Gogoi murdabad‟, 
„congress go back‟, as well the newly formed BJP 
government also come under criticism. On the other 
hand while C.M. Tarun Gogoi was visiting the 
affected area mass demonstration was hold at 
Uriamghat, where lathi charge as well police firing 
occurred in which hundreds of people injured. The 
same thing happened when M.P. Gourav Gogoi 
visited in the relief camps. Further, in 20 August, 
confrontation broke out in Golaghat between police 
and protesters where 20 injured, 3 civilians as well as 
one policeman died. Four policemen were suspended 
after investigation. It seems that the governments of 
the two states don‟t have any mentality or interests to 
repress the dispute. Even it is said that central 
government was not informed officially about this by 
the state authority.  
Further, when protests going in full swing in 20 
August, 5 NDFB(S) militants were killed at 
Doimuguri of Chirang district, by the armed forces. 
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On the same day, Priya Basumatari, a class ten 
innocent village girl, was killed by NDFB(S) 
convicting as a secret informer of government. Now, 
the protest of Uriamghat was changed its course as 
the most of the mind of simple masses and the 
voluntary organization diverted into the case of the 
murder of Priya Basumatari. Importantly, it is to 
think that her body was recovered more than 24 hours 
later of her death by state police as pressurized by the 
different organizations. The case acquires national 
level concern. Intellectuals‟ beliefs that it might be 
result of the politicization of different political parties 
which aim was to divert mass attention from that of 
the Uriamghat. The case become more complicated 
when the government authority declared that she was 
neither a communicator nor a secret informer of 
government. Thus, some elite class and the 
intellectuals think it might a planning murder which 
may had connection with the incident of Uriamghat.  
In this context we cannot simply overlook such 
concerns of different political parties except 
voluntary organizations rather masses‟ understanding 
states that political parties may use the conflict as 
opportunity to make issue politics for political gains. 
If the political parties truly wanted the dispute to be 
completely stopped then why high initiative was not 
directly taken in this regard? Head of the Home 
Ministry, Rajnath Singh, instructed CRPF deployed 
at Nagaland border to ensure safety of people. But 
the CRPF militants remained abstain from 
intervening, thus the posted CRPF came into 
criticism. Why the armed force were not pressurized 
to solve the dispute by those political parties?. 
Nagaland‟s Ex- Chief Minister and the present Home 
Minister of state, Neiphiu Rio, appealed for peaceful 
settlement. Both the Chief Ministers of the two states 
was to hold jointly to resolve the problem on 21 
August. But the Chief Minister of Nagaland, T.R. 
Zeliang, went to Shillong instead of coming Dispur 
for peaceful solution. Further, he said a Redcliff line 
should be imposed between Assam- Nagaland 
borders like that of India-Pakistan. It seems he do not 
have the motive to stop the dispute. Further, it seems 
that different political parties politicized the matter 
for their political gains instead of repressing the mob. 
VIEWING THE DISPUTE THROUGH 
HUMANITARIAN PERSPECTIVE 
The civilization is experiencing various violence, 
war, ethnic crisis etc which have caused losing of 
ethics, morality as well as humanistic quality of the 
masses. The 21
st
 century when civilizations rose up to 
its climax also facing the same issues in large scale 
likes that of primitive one. Simultaneously, UNO and 
several other international, national and regional 
organizations are playing tremendous to heal the 
injuries of several conflicts. 
 In this regards, United Nation Human Rights 
Commission (UNHRC) can be mentioned one of the 
leading organizations which have to play a major 
role. UNHRC defines that the rights of people are 
have simple because all are human. There are 
different types of human rights (a sum of 30 rights) 
such as right to life, political rights, civil rights, 
economic rights, educational rights, cultural rights 
etc. Human rights are based on the principle of 
respect and equality for the individual. The 
fundamental assumption is that each person is a 
moral and rational being who deserves to be treated 
with dignity. These are important rights which should 
not disrupt or violate at any situation (Ghai:2006; pp-
381-82). Observing the view of UNHRC we can say 
that the Assam-Nagaland border clash violated 
human rights like right to life, political rights, civil 
rights, economic rights, educational rights, cultural 
rights etc. It also developed mutual distrust and fear 
among the victims as well as non victims living 
nearby and disrupt civil society. 
 Before this clash in July, 2012 a dangerous tragedy 
broke out in BTAD, Assam between the indigenous 
Bodos and the foreign immigrants settled in BTAD, 
Assam. This leave death of 45 peoples and 
approximately 30, 0000 people displaced from their 
homes consisting of Bodo and Muslim people. 
Initially, the state ruling government remained acute 
silent saying this types of incident often occurs. Later 
on the clash become too serious that the simple 
masses was to be suffer the consequences of the 
clash. Curfew was declared for indefinite time, the 
schools, colleges, banks, courts, offices; market 
automatically remained close for a long time as well 
as after the declaration of shot at sight various 
multiple shootings were reported. In this context we 
cannot simply overlook such concerns of different 
political parties except voluntary organizations rather 
mass understanding states that political parties may 
use the conflict as opportunity to make issue politics 
for political gains. If the political parties truly wanted 
the dispute to be completely stopped then high 
initiative was to be directly taken in this regard as 
soon as possible but the ruling government did not do 
so.  
In regard to Uriamghat tragedy can observe the same 
case as the government did take high initiatives to 
repress the conflict. In this case thousands of people 
displaced from their homes including 11 death, 14 
villages burnt and destroyed, some them kidnapped 
as well as some of them not found. The dispute has 
made the victims homeless, refugee, and helpless. It 
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seems that the victims lost all their civil rights of 
living. Again they are not provided hygienic 
rehabilitation camps, and more they are being 
deprived of daily needs like enough food, water, 
health treatment, cloths etc. Further curfew has been 
imposed to repress the protesters of Golaghat instead 
of repressing the Naga intruders. This resulted 
worsening of the conditions of civilians also caused 
disruption of the human rights of the common people. 
It is sure that civil society disrupted to some extent 
which will take a long time to rebuild. The delay of 
rehabilitation process of the government is also being 
further worsened the life status qua of the victims in 
the relief camps.  
CONCLUSION 
Understanding the Assam- Nagaland border issue, it 
can be state that it is a complicate case, which lays its 
roots in long run history. During the colonial period 
entire northeast was under administrative vehicle of 
British. The Nagas concern for bordering area may 
lie since this period. Since the formation of separate 
Nagaland state in 1963, the issue becomes more 
erotic and too adverse. Both the state government and 
the central authority should be very serious regarding 
this matter. It will be happening automatically in 
future because the border issue still remains 
unsolved. Further, people of Assam raise the issue of 
Dimapur, a city which was given on lease to the Naga 
government in 1963 for 25 years. Now, people claims 
that 25 years already passed but when will Assam get 
back Dimapur?. If the claim of Assamese people 
proves logical then it may create serious problem in 
future. So, high measures should be adopted by the 
government to stop the border discourse. At last, the 
dispute should be inculcated by the coming 
generations to think prevention is better than cure for 
avoiding such fatal incidents.    
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